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CRITICS' PICKS

New York
Leslie Hewitt
Sara Cwynar
Eva O’Leary
Stephen Irwin
Rene Ricard
Trish Tillman
Sebastião Salgado
Erwin Wurm
“The Arcades:
Contemporary Art and
Walter Benjamin”
Postcommodity
Keith Smith
“March Madness”
“Speech”
Arthur Russell
Ken Tisa
“Rotative Repository of
Latin American Video Art:
Mono Canal”

Los Angeles
“Signifying Form”
Jake Kean Mayman
Charles Ross
Sarah Ortmeyer

San Francisco
“Lives Between”
“Échame Aguas”
David Ireland and Virginia
Overton

Boston
Tommy Hartung

Buffalo
“Mabel Dodge Luhan &
Company: American
Moderns and the West”

Denver
“Mi Tierra: Contemporary
Artists Explore Place”

Milwaukee
Jeffrey Gibson

Minneapolis
“Question the Wall Itself”

Nashville
Claire Morgan

Omaha
Cassils

San Antonio
Jessica Halonen

Seattle
Jennifer West

CURRENT PAST
St. Petersburg
“Transpositions II: How We Find Our Way to Transcendental
Homelessness”
MUSEUM OF NONCONFORMIST ART
Pushkinskaya Street 10, Entrance from Ligovsky prospect 53
March 11, 2017–April 9, 2017
Many artists move through the contemporary art world as
nomads, partaking in a burgeoning global infrastructure of
short-term artist-in-residence programs. Have such programs
produced this transient identity? Or is it post-Wende
globalization that has destabilized the meaning of home,
distributed capital, and fated us to roam? These questions
motivate “Transpositions II,” which presents works by the
twelve participants in the Saint Petersburg Arts Residence
between 2015 and 2017.

All of the artists accept nomadism because they believe it
keeps them critical of themselves and the institutions in which
they partake. Often, however, their projects veer toward self-
absorption. Compelling works include Project 1 (1), 2015–16,
by Margarita Marx, for whom homelessness means a political commitment to comprehending her family’s
diasporic past. Marx traveled five thousand miles by train from Berlin to her birthplace in Kazakhstan,
mostly without eating. She documented her torturous journey by weaving a carpet, evoking a centuries-
old Kazakh tradition. Exhibited with the knotty underside up, the carpet exposes its messy inner life and
recalls the painful exhilaration of homecoming. Johannes Gérard’s film Neither Here—Nor There, 2017,
combines footage from his residency projects in Saint Petersburg, Taipei, and Bangladesh. Shot in black-
and-white, it soulfully softens differences between the locations. Agathe Simon rejects the idea of a site-
specific residence altogether: In her installation Heart is Home, 2017, she tells visitors how to draw their
heartbeats.

The participants in this show make it clear that to be an artist today is to understand working and living as
temporarily belonging. Yet nearly all of their biographies in an accompanying brochure mention that the
artists have exhibited or maintain studios in Berlin, Paris, or New York. Even these global nomads need
the cultural and financial capital of the art world’s magnetic home bases.

— Christianna Bonin

Margarita Marx, Project 1 (1) (detail), 2015–16,
mixed media, dimensions variable.
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Mexico City
Ximena Garrido-Lecca

London
Nathalie Djurberg and
Hans Berg
John McAllister
Maeve Brennan
Vincenzo Agnetti
Christopher Williams
Jo Brocklehurst

Colchester
Zhang Enli

Glasgow
“The Sky Is Falling”

Nice
Helmut Newton

Villeneuve d'Ascq
Michel Nedjar

Berlin
Adrian Piper
Pierre Klossowski
Bani Abidi

Milan
Andrea Sala
Mirosław Bałka
Giulio Paolini

Rome
Athena Papadopoulos
Walid Raad

Naples
Shadi Harouni

Geneva
Roberto Cuoghi

Zurich
Marlow Moss

Bern
Michael Krebber
Tilo Steireif

Salzburg
Walter Pichler

Vienna
Gina Folly

Madrid
Elena Alonso

Istanbul
Jake and Dinos Chapman

Riga
Ieva Kraule

Cape Town
Kirsten Beets
“Women’s Work”

Hong Kong
“Ambiguously Yours:
Gender in Hong Kong
Popular Culture”
“.com/.cn”

Tokyo
Agatha Gothe-Snape

Beirut
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Maha Maamoun

Dubai
Hera Büyüktaşçıyan
Sara Rahbar

Sydney
Biljana Jancic

Newest Entries

Howard Hampton on
Richard Kelly’s Donnie
Darko
Tony Pipolo on new digital
films by Ernie Gehr
David Frankel on Laurie
Simmons’s My Art
Amy Taubin on Katell
Quillévéré’s Heal the
Living
Nick Pinkerton on Anocha
Suwichakornpong’s By the
Time It Gets Dark
Paige K. Bradley on
Makoto Shinkai’s Your
Name
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